Press Release: March xx 2017
Seattle returns as Host Port and Team Partner in Clipper Round the World Yacht Race
It has been revealed today that the city of Seattle, USA, will once again welcome the biennial
Clipper Round the World Yacht Race as a Host Port and Team Partner in the 2017-18
edition.
The announcement that the American city will feature on the global Clipper Race route and
enter a team for a second consecutive time, was made by the Official Tourism Board, Visit
Seattle, supported by its partners Seattle Sports Commission and the Port of Seattle.
“The Seattle stopover certainly made its mark on our international race crew, friends, family
and business partners during the last race and I am pleased that we will return to the
Emerald City once again,” said Clipper Race Founder and Chairman, Sir Robin KnoxJohnston.
“Like our race crew, the people of Seattle have a strong sense of adventure and the support
received from the city and its residents as the fleet raced around the world was fantastic.
The welcome and hospitality provided by locals and businesses during the race’s visit to
Seattle was first-class and has put the city firmly on the map as a popular race destination to
visit and do business with and we hope to build on the relationships created.”
Making its debut in the 2015-16 edition of the race, which saw the city’s name and iconic
skyline emblazoned on one of the race’s twelve 70-foot ocean racing yachts, Visit Seattle
promoted the city as a destination for leisure, tourism and business during its eleven month,
40,000 nautical mile journey around the globe.
A city on the leading edge of innovation, Seattle is home to some of the world’s biggest
corporations and has global appeal as a place to do business, live and visit. Representing
the city in the 2017-18 edition, Visit Seattle will engage with international Clipper Race
partners and provide opportunities to increase international trade links with the US.
The city aims to build a legacy following the relationships made through direct engagement
with companies, cities and countries on the Clipper Race route.
“A branded, 70-foot racing yacht is a wonderful conversation-starter,” said Tom Norwalk,
President and CEO of Visit Seattle. “We’re proud to be associated with the Clipper Round
the World Yacht Race and regard the Visit Seattle yacht and its intrepid crew as global
ambassadors of our city and region.”
The twelve Clipper 70s, the world’s largest matched yacht race fleet, will berth at the Port of
Seattle’s Bell Harbor Marina in April 2018 after completing the most gruelling race in the 14
race series, the Mighty Pacific leg.
A month-long race, teams will battle against 5,600 nautical miles of the North Pacific Ocean
from Qingdao, China, to Seattle, WA, before setting off on the next stage of the Clipper Race
to New York City, via the Panama Canal.
Welcoming the race’s return, Port of Seattle Commissioner, Fred Felleman, said: “The Port
of Seattle is a proud sponsor and host of the Clipper Race at our Bell Harbor Marina in April
2018. The Port's involvement in this unique international maritime competition is to highlight
Seattle as a world-class destination for the adventure-seeking sailor as part of our continued
support for our region’s heritage on the world stage.”

Following the success of the Clipper Race partnership, fifteen crew members from
Washington State, including six from the city of Seattle itself, have signed up to participate in
the 2017-18 race edition and followers can look forward to some exciting and exhilarating
racing from the teams when the event gets underway in August.
The Clipper Race is unique in that it trains amateurs to take on the world’s most challenging
oceans under the leadership of professional skippers. Approximately 700 crew will take part
in the Clipper 2017-18 Race and from all walks of life, representing more than 40 different
nationalities. Aged 18 to 70 plus; 40 per cent of have no sailing experience before they sign
up to take part as full training is provided.
During the eleven-month-long ocean odyssey the fleet will visit six different continents,
including stopovers in the UK (TBC), South America (TBC), Cape Town, Sydney – Australia,
Sanya and Qingdao – China, Seattle and New York – USA, Derry-Londonderry – Northern
Ireland, and Europe (TBC), before the team with the highest total points at the finish wins
the Clipper Race Trophy.
The Clipper 2017-18 Race starts this August and the fleet will arrive in the Port of Seattle’s
Bell Harbor Marina in April 2018.
ENDS
To watch footage from the Clipper 2015-16 Race visit to Seattle, visit:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9WNKT1U5EQ
To watch footage from the Mighty Pacific Leg to Seattle from Qingdao, China, visit:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZO5Wr-R3Og0
For images and footage of the Clipper Race, please register for free, immediate access to
our media portal at http://mediaportal.clipperroundtheworld.com/auth/login
For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact:
Amy Martindale, Global Communications Officer
E: amartindale@clipper-ventures.com
M: +44 (0) 7824 817 270
T: +44 (0) 2392 526 000
About Clipper Round the World Yacht Race
The Clipper Round the World Yacht Race is the world’s largest ocean race and is also
regarded as one of the toughest endurance challenges on the planet. At 40,000 nautical
miles long and taking almost a year to complete, it consists of twelve teams competing
against each other on the world’s largest matched fleet of 70-foot ocean racing yachts.
The Clipper Race was established in 1996 by Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, the first person to
sail solo non-stop around the world in 1968-69. His aim was to allow anyone, regardless of
previous sailing experience, the chance to embrace the thrill of ocean racing; it is the only
event of its kind for amateur sailors. Around 40 per cent of crew are novices and have never
sailed before starting a comprehensive training programme ahead of their adventure.
This unique challenge brings together everyone from chief executives to taxi drivers, nurses
and firefighters, farmers, airline pilots and students, from age 18 upwards, to take on Mother
Nature’s toughest conditions. There is no upper age limit, the oldest competitor to date is 74.

Whether they choose to take on the whole circumnavigation or compete in one or more of
eight individual legs, all our crew achieve something remarkable as they conquer some of
the world’s most challenging oceans.
The overall route is split into a series of global races and a maximum 12 points going to first
place ascending to 1 point for twelfth place. The team with the highest cumulative points at
the end of the final race wins the series, and the Clipper Race trophy.
The next edition of the race is due to start in August 2017. For more information, go to:
www.clipperroundtheworld.com
About Visit Seattle
Visit Seattle, a private, nonprofit marketing organization, has served as Seattle/King
County’s official destination marketing organization (DMO) for more than 50 years. The goal
of these marketing efforts is to enhance the employment opportunities and economic
prosperity of the region. For more information, visit www.visitseattle.org.
About the Seattle Sports Commission
The Seattle Sports Commission (SSC), a division of Visit Seattle, is committed to making
Seattle a world-class sports community. Sports have the opportunity to bring the world to
Seattle and bring our region together. A strong sports culture can strengthen local
businesses, local kids, and local pride. www.seattlesports.org.

